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WINSI.OW  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YSAR  I960, 


To  the  Chairman  &  Councillors  of  the 
Winslow  Rural  District  Council® 


Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  vital  statistics  of  the  Winslow  Rural  District  for  the  year  I960 
together  with  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Surveyor., 

There  were  remarkably  few  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
throughout  the  year0  A  total  of  forty-six  is  recorded,  chiefly  of  the 
mild  type,  and  none  was  treated  in  hospital®  The  single  case  of 
enteritis  notified  was  a  mild  type  of  dysentery*  No  case  of  diphtheria 
or  poliomyelitis  occurred,  and  we  hope  an  enlightened  population  taking 
timely  advantage  of  the  opportunities  for  immunisation  will  eventually 
see  the  complete  disappearance  of  these  scourges® 

Incorporated  in  the  report  is  a  survey  of  the  Winslow  district 
carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  No®1  Unit  Oxford  Regional 
Hospital  Board*  A  total  of  676  persons  were  examined,  no  newly 
discovered  case  of  tuberculosis  was  found,  but  one  case  of  healed 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  shown  on  X-ray® 

The  housing  situation  still  presents  a  problem,  and  there  are 
many  substandard  dwellings  in  the  district®  However,  the  Council 
continues  to  alleviate  the  conditions  by  the  enlightened  policy  of 
awarding  both  discretionary  and  standard  grants,  to  property  improvement 
where  desirable* 

The  combined  sewerage  schemes  for  Mursley  and  Swanbourne  will  be 
a  grand  amenity  to  the  district  and  I  hope  will  be  followed  by  others 
in  developing  areas® 

I  thank  the  Council  for  their  helpful  participation  and  guidance, 
and  the  Staff  of  the  Council  for  their  loyal  co-operation  throughout 
the  year® 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  FOR  I960 

Medichl  Officer  of  Health 


I  am, 

Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

/ 

Dr.  J.T.C*  Sims-Roberts,  M.B.Ch.B. 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. 
Barrister  at  Law. 


Medical  Officer  under  Poor  Law  Acts 
Public  Health  Inspector  &  Surveyor 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector® 
Public  Health  Clerk 


Dr®  P.F*  Rudd,  M*Bo  Ch«Bo  L*R.C*P 
Mr*  N*J®  Shipp,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Mr*  D.A.  Keen,  C.R.S.I. 

Mrs®  P.V.  Anderson® 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

Live  Births:  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


i960 

1959 

Males  . 

58 

53 

Females  •  •  © «  •  • 

54 

44 

Total  •©  ••  •• 

112 

97 

Males  . . 

6 

1 

Females . © 

3 

1 

Total  . 

9 

2 

Males  ••  •  ©  • « 

1 

1 

Females  © .  • ©  00 

1 

2 

Total  • •  • ©  •  • 

2 

3 

Males  .©  ••  •• 

- 

- 

Females  ©®  •«  .« 

— 

— 

Total  • •  • ©  « © 

— 

— 

0  0  o 


Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  population 
Birth  rate  (corrected)  «©  oo  •  ©  ©•  »©  ©•  •  •  .  © 
Birth  rate  (live  and  still)  per  *1,000  estimated 


population 


•  •  •  • 


Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


15.37  12.66 

17.37  14.30 

15.63  13.04 

17.10  16.50 


Deaths 


Deaths : 


Death  rate 
Death  rate 
Death  rate 


Males  ••  ••  ©•  ©•  00  . © 

Females  ••  •  ©  . 

Total  ••  . . © . 

per  *1  ,000  estimated  population 

(standardised) . ©  ••  •• 

for  England  and  Wales  ••  •• 


59  40 

50  71 

109  111 

13.85  14.19 

9.10  8.94 

11.50  11.60 


Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

Legitimate  Males  ©©  ••  •• 

Females  •  •  •  •  •• 

Total  . 

Illegitimate  Males  •«  ••  •• 

Females  •  •  ©•  ©• 

Total  . 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age: 

Legitimate  Males  . 

Females  ••  ••  •• 

Total  ••  . ©  •• 

Illegitimate  Males  . • 

Females  ••  •«  ©  © 
Total  . © 

Deaths  of  infants  per  1 ,000  estimated  population 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate 

live  births  . •  •• 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1  ,000 

illegitimate  live  births 


2  1 
2  1 


1  1 
1  1 


16.53  10.10 
17.86  10.31 
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Miscellaneous 

Area  (in  acres)  ••  . .  <>•  «•  *><>  «>.  . . . .  o.  36,436 

Population  ••  •<>  o •  00  •  «  ••  •«  ••  . .  7?  870 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December  i960 

according  to  Rate  Book  ««  ••  •  <>  ••  . «  «,«  2,634 

Rateable  Value  ««  *•  ••  ««  ••  ••  ••  •  «  .  •  «•  ••  •«  £70,898 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . . .  «•  ••  ••  ••  ••  £285 


Analysis  of  Deaths 


Whooping  Cough  •«  ••  •  •  ••  ••  •«  ••  ••  . .  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Stomach)  . . . .  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Bronchus)  ••  «•  ••  . .  ••  «•  ••  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Uterus)  ••  •«  ••  «•  ••  «•  •  0  ••  2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ••  . .  ••  ••  .  8 

Diabetes  •<>  ••  .•  .  •  „<>  ••  •  »  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  »•  ••  2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ••  ••  «•  •»  ••  11 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina)  . .  •<»  «•  .  ♦  ••  18 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ••  ••  . .  3 

Other  Heart  Disease  «•  ••  . »  ••  «•  ••  « .  •«  •«  24 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  •<>  ••  c.  0«  ••  ••  ••  ••  2 

Pneumonia  ••  • «  . . .  •  •  •  <>  00  <,  •  <> «  «•  6 

Bronchitis  . «•  ••  ••  •  •  <>•  ••  ••  10 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ••  «•  . 1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . .  ••  •  «  3 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  ••  •<>  ••  •*  12 

All  other  accidents  •  <>  ««  «•  •<>  »•  • «  « *  ••  .  o  1 


TOTAL  109 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


During  the  year  46  cases  were  notified*. 

I960  1959 


Scarlet  Fever 

Males  «• 

Females  » 0 

••00  ••00  7  ( 

>  9 

Total  • 0 

Measles 

Males  «• 

Females  •• 

)  201 

Total  •• 

Shigella  Sonnei 

Males  «o 

Females  00 

)  — 

Total  • • 

Tuberculosis 

Males  •• 

Females  «« 

1  3 

Total 

Pneumonia 

Males  o« 

Females  • « 

I  2 

Total  •• 
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I960  1959 

Whooping  Cough  Males  .  “  ) 

Females  ••••••••••  -  )  '4 

Total  ••••••••••  -  ) 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Hospitals 

During  the  year  the  Royal  Bucks,  Tindal  General  and  Stoke 
Mandeville  Hospitals  have  provided  accommodation  for  surgical  and 
medical  cases  whilst  the  isolation  hospital  continued  to  admit 
persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital  also  provided  accommodation  for 
paraplegic  cases. 

The  above  hospitals  which  are  situated  in  the  Borough  of 
Aylesbury,  are  administered  by  the  Royal  Buckinghamshire  and 
Associated  Hospitals  Management  Committee  who  are  responsible 
to  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Pathological  Specimens 

The  majority  of  specimens  for  examination  are  submitted 
to  the  Pathology  Laboratory,  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital.  The 
services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Luton  and  Oxford 
are  utilised  whenever  necessary. 

Ambulance  Services 

The  ambulance  services  in  the  area  are  the  responsibility 
of  the  Bucks  County  Council.  Sixteen  ambulances  are  stationed 
in  the  Borough  of  Aylesbury  for  use  in  the  town  and  surrounding 
districts.  Included  in  this  number  are  five  sitting  case 
ambulances.  The  majority  of  long  distance  journeys  are  carried 
out  by  train,  stretcher  cases  being  accommodated  in  reserved 
compartments.  All  casualty  cases  are  dealt  with  at  the  Royal 
Bucks  Hospital. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  Bucks  County  Council. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  Great  Horwood,  Stewkley 
and  Winslow,  and  a  Mobile  Centre  visits  Mursley,  Newton 
Longville,  Shenley  and  Swanbourne. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

The  Bucks  County  Council  being  the  Local  Health  Authority 
as  defined  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  administer 
this  service. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease 

A  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  is  held  regularly  at  the  Royal 
Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury,  where  free  treatment  is  given.  This 
clinic  is  administered  by  the  Aylesbury  and  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

National  Assistance  Act.  1948  Section  47 
Removal  of  persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention 

During  the  year  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  remove 
anyone  to  hospital  under  the  above  act 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 


Noc  1  Unit,  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board 


FIRST  SURVEY 


22nd  -  25th  August  i960 


Held  on  4  sites 


Summary  of  Work  Male 

No*  of  miniature  films  taken  273 

No.  recalled  for  large  films  12 

Noo  recalled  for  clinical  examination  2 
No.  referred  to  chest  clinic  2 

No.  previously  examined  "by  M.M.R.  94 

No.  not  previously  examined  by  M.M.R.  179 


Results  of  cases  referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

Sarcoid 

Rheumatic  lung  condition  1 

Pneumoconiosis  1 


Female  Total 


403 

6 

2 

1 


676 

18 

4 

3 


123  217 

280  459 


1  1 
1 
1 


2  1  3 


Result  of  case  clinically  examined  "by  the 
Medical  Director  hut  not  referred  to  chest  clinic 


Healed  pulmonary  tuberculosis 


1 


SUMMARY  OF  NEWLY  DISCOVERED  SIGNIFICANT 

CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

% 


Group 


Active  Rate  per  Inactive  Rate  per 

NOo  Examined  P.T.  Thousand  P.T.  Thousand 


Stewkley  205 
Newton  Longville  1 53 
Winslow  227 
Great  Horwood  91 
TOTAL  6 76 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  i960. 
During  the  year  there  were  no  great  changes  in  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  district  and  all  the  services  operated 
by  the  Council  have  been  running  smoothly. 

I  would  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  all  members  for  their  continued  help  and  co-operation  in 
matters  dealing  with  this  department. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

■  -V'  W" 

Surveyor  &  Public^ He a 1th  Inspector. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Existing  Sewers  and  Disposal  Works 

All  the  Council’s  works  have  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily  during  the  year«  Even  so  it  is  becoming  evident 
that  something  more  adequate  in  the  way  of  sewers  and  disposal 
works  will  have  to  be  considered  for  Newton  Longville  in  the 
near  futureo  I  estimate  that  in  addition  to  the  already 
considerable  development  which  has  taken  place  a  further  hundred 
or  more  dwellings  will  be  erected  within  the  next  two  years. 

This  means  an  estimated  increase  in  population  of  three  hundred- 

In  addition  to  this  there  remains  further  land  which  is  ripe 
for  development  and  at  the  present  rate  of  expansion  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  this  will  be  developed  within  the 
next  five  years- 

During  the  year  a  short  length  of  very  old  public  sewer  was 
diverted  at  North  Marstcn  and  a  length  of  roadside  sewer  ditch  was 
piped  in  conjunction  with  the  Highway  Authority  at  Botolph  Claydon. 

Swanbourne  and  Mursley 

Preparatory  work  on  the  above  scheme  continued  ‘during  the  year -A 
Local  Enquiry  was  held  at  the  Council  Offices  in  January  and 
later  in  the  year  the  scheme  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  and 
tenders  were  invited- 

North  End,  Stewkley 

Investigations  began  during  the  year  into  the  possibility  of 
extending  the  public  sewer  at  North  End,  Stewkley  so  as  to  serve 
properties  in  Dean  Road,  Bletchley  Road  and  the  far  end  of  High 
Street  North-  As  the  result  of  this  a  scheme  was  approved  and 
incorporated  in  the  larger  Swanbourne  and  Mursley  scheme. 

Whaddon  and  Nash 

During  the  year  previous  reports  from  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  were  considered  and  it  was  decided  not  to  proceed  with 
consideration  of  a  joint  scheme  for  the  parishes  of  Whaddon  and 
Nash-  A  new  report  was  requested  asking  for  various  alternative 
schemes  for  Nash  only. 

Adoption  of  Sewers 

The  following  private  sewers  were  adopted  during  the  year:- 


Length 


Warner's  Road,  Newton  Longville 
Vicarage  Road  Extension 
St.  Albans  Road 
St.  Laurence  Road 


570’  or  thereabouts. 
645*  or  thereabouts. 
245’  or  thereabouts. 
430’  or  thereabouts. 


Labour 


Prom  the  1st  July  a  five  day  week  for  workmen  was  started  for 
the  first  time.  This  was  approved  so  as  to  operate  from  March  to 
October  each  year-  Towards  the  middle  of  the  year  we  were  affected 
by  a  shortage  of  suitable  labour  and  the  establishment  remained 
under  strength  for  a  period  of  just  over  three  months-  It  is 
becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  position  is  going  to  get 
worse  and  that  in  the  near  future  there  will  have  to  be  some 
re-thinking  on  this  problem  in  order  to  devise  the  best  ways  of 
maintaining  the  Council’s  works,  pump  stations  and  other 
installations. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  fortnightly  collection  service  was  fully  maintained  during 
the  year  despite  an  unfortunate  accident  which  occurred  to  the 
refuse  collection  vehicle  whilst  discharging  its  load  at  the  tip 
early  in  May.  This  accident  took  the  vehicle  off  the  road  for 
nearly  three  months  and  we  were  extremely  fortunate  in  Being  ahle  to 
loan  a  suitable  vehicle  from  Aylesbury  R.D.C®  for  the  period® 

In  September  a  fire  damaged  the  two  nissen  huts  at  the  tip. 
These  are  used  for  storing  salvaged  paper  and  a  few  tools® 
Fortunately  these  were  adequately  patched  up  and  will  serve  their  ; 
purpose  for  a  while  longer® 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  tip  is  new  becoming  well  filled  it 
was  found  to  be  necessary  to  hire  a  bulldozer  fairly  frequently 
in  order  to  clear  tipping  space®  I  think  the  bulldozing  expenses 
are  likely  to  increase  over  the  next  few  years  but  even  so  the  cost 
has  not  yet  reached  the  stage  where  it  would  be  economical  to 
purchase  our  own  small  bulldozer® 

Streets  Cleansing  -  Winslow 


The  only  highways  cleansed  by  the  Council  are  as  follows 
and  these  together  with  the  Market  Square  are  done  at  the  latter 
end  of  each  week:- 

(a)  High  Street 

(b)  Station  Road 

(c)  Buckingham  Road 

(d)  Sheep  Street 

(e)  Horn  Street 


Salvage 


The  value  of  salvage  during  the  year  amounted  to  £144-5-1 0® 


Paper 


OooooOoocoo*e*oeo 


Metals 


ooecooooooo^ooeo 


£81-9-6 

£47  -18-3  (Housing) 
£14-18-1  (Rates) 


HOUSING 

Improvements  Grants  (Discretionary  and  Standard) 

During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  make  discretionary  grants 
totalling  £1,696  and  standard  grants  totalling  £2615° 


Discretionary 


(a) 

Number 

of 

applications 

receive^ 

4 

(*) 

Num.be  r 

of 

applications 

approved 

4 

(c) 

Number 

of 

applications 

refused 

— 

(a) 

Numbe  r 

of 

applications 

withdrawn 

— 

Standard 

20® 

19c 

1  o 


All  properties  which  were  the  subject  of  discretionary  grant 
applications  were  inspected  by  a  Sub-Committee  and  each  case  was 
thoroughly  investigated® 
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Council  Houses 


The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  as  follows:- 


Pre-vVar  ooo.eoo.o 
Post  War  o  o  o  •  e  o  o  . 


Total 


OOOOOOO^OOO 


O  o  o  o  o  o 


e  o  o  o  o  o 


o  o  a  o  o  o 


o  o  o 


o  o  o 


o  c  o 


o  o  o  o 


O  t  o  o 


o  o  o  o 


233 
.  360 

o  593 


The  maintenance  of  these  houses  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
major  functions  of  my  department  taking  up  the  biggest 
proportion  of  time*  The  defects  and  other  jobs  reported  and 
dealt  with  during  the  year  number  well  over  a  thousand  and  these 
vary  in  size  from  a  job  taking  a  matter  of  minutes  to  one 
taking  several  days®  At  the  present  time  defects  etc.  are  being 
reported  at  an  average  rate  of  about  four  per  day. 

Unfit  Houses 


(a)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  •  c  .  c .  0 «  c  •  .  <>  • .  2. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  closed  during  the  year  . • .  •  .  •  .  •  •  .  <> « .  • . . «  5° 

RODENT  CONTROL 

General  Inspections  and  Treatments 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  and  treatments 
were  carried  out:- 


Inspections  Treatments 


Local  Authority  Properties  .. . 
Dwell inghouses  o*.*.*.*....... 

Agricultural  Properties  ...... 

Business  Premises  ...... ...... 


000000 

18 

12 

0  0  0  0  0  • 

757 

219 

0  0  0  0  *0 

118 

10 

c  e  c  e  0  0 

29 
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Sewer  Treatments 

During  the  year  the  sewers  in  the  district  were  treated 
as  follows :- 

(a)  10 %  Tasting  carried  out  in  April* 

(b)  First  Maintenance  Treatment  carried  out  in  May® 

(c)  Second  Maintenance  Treatment  carried  out  in  November. 

Generally  speaking  the  sewers  in  parts  of  the  district  are 
only  slightly  infested. 


FOOD 


Meat  Inspection 

There  were  three  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
all  of  which  carried  out  regular  slaughtering*  During  the  year 
this  number  was  reduced  to  two  when  the  slaughterhouse  at 
Suanbourne  closed. 

During  the  year  197  visits  were  made  and  the  number  of 
animals  inspected  and  amount  of  meat  condemned  is  shown  in  the 
table  set  out  below:- 
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Cattle 

axcluding 

“1 

• 

1  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Horseso 

Number  killed 

167 

1 

26 

560 

381 

- 

Number  inspected 

165 

1 

26 

548 

377 

- 

All  diseases 
except  T*B«  & 
Cysticercus 

Whole  carcases 
c  ondemned 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

21 

- 

- 

5 

5 

- 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
with  disease 

12.7395 

1  oo?s 

- 

1  .6455 

1 .33% 

- 

Tuberculosis  ONLY 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

- 

- 

14 

- 

Percentage  of  the  <■ 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis 

3.715? 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

NIL 

: 

NIL 

_ 

NIL 

Carcases 'submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

NIL 

— 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

NIL 

•  *  NIL 

- 

NIL 

Total  meat  and  offal  unfit  for  human  consumption  1243  -  lhs» 
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